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Jump-start your passion for photography over six weeks. Learn how 
to make the most of your DSLR camera and discuss your developing 
portfolio with fellow photographers from across the world. 

Welcome the V&A’s world-class photography collection into your 
home through this introductory online digital photography course. 
Through weekly practical tasks, personalised feedback and inspiring 
lectures, you will step out into the world equipped to take even better 
photos.

Through this course, you will develop understanding of important 
photographic principles and techniques including composition, 
shutter speed, ISO and controlling light. Students will be encouraged 
to develop their photographic tastes, gain confidence talking about 
and referencing photography. Get to grips with basic photo editing 
and file management using Adobe Photoshop and Bridge.
Your tutor, Jasprit Singh has 30 years’ experience as a photographer 
and has led courses at the V&A for the past decade, on monochrome, 
macro and portrait photography. Jasprit has keen interest in fine art 
and travel photography and is skilled at crafting the perfect image in 
his camera, using his technical skill to minimise post-processing and 
editing. 
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Week 0 – Microsoft Teams Onboarding

Ahead of your first group session, view introductory demo 
videos and submit your first of six weekly tasks whilst 
familiarising yourself with the Microsoft Teams learning 
environment.

Week 1

Thursday morning tutorial: 13 October, 11:00-12:30 
Saturday afternoon tutorial: 15 October, 14:00-15:30
Group Tutorial 1: Introduction and Getting to Know Your 
Camera

Get to know the ‘bones’ of your DSLR camera – it’s physical 
elements and features.

Thursday 13 October, 14:00-14:50
Spotlight Session 1: V&A Explore the Collections 

Learn how the V&A’s online archive, Explore the Collections, 
can be used to find inspiration for your photographic 
projects.

 

Programme 
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Week 2

Thursday morning tutorial: 20 October, 11:00-12:30
Saturday afternoon tutorial: 22 October, 14:00-15:30
Group Tutorial 2: The Art of Composition

Learn and apply key composition rules through practical exercises.

Thursday 20 October, 14:00-14:50
Spotlight Session 2: Street Style Photography

Early on, fashion photographs were confined to the realm of the 
studio, but with significant progresses in camera technology and 
a drive for more spontaneous pictures, photographers began to 
spill out onto the streets and used the city as their backdrop.  Hear 
from V&A Photography curators about iconic examples and lesser-
known treasures in the collection ranging from the 1950s to the 
contemporary and explore the themes of photographic creativity 
and storytelling. 

Week 3

Thursday morning tutorial: 27 October, 11:00-12:30
Saturday afternoon tutorial: 29 October, 14:00-15:30
Group Tutorial 3: Shutter Speed, ISO and Controlling Light 
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Find out how to work with exposure and aperture to skilfully use 
light in your photos.
 
Thursday 27 October, 14:00-14:50
Spotlight Session 3: Parasol Project: women’s contributions 
through the V&A Collections

Session led by Fiona Rodgers, V&A Curator of The Parasol 
Foundation Project

Week 4

Thursday morning tutorial: 3 November, 11:00-12:30
Saturday afternoon tutorial: 5 November, 14:00-15:30
Group Tutorial 4: Post-Processing and File-Management 

Get to grips with basic post-processing using Adobe Photoshop, 
Bridge and Camera RAW. Learn tips and tricks to efficiently 
manage your image files. 

Thursday 3 November, 14:00-14:50
Spotlight Session 4: Live from the V&A Print Room

Join your tutor Jasprit Singh as he shares highlights from the 
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V&A’s photographic collection, in an exclusive session live-
streamed from the V&A’s Prints and Drawings room.

Week 5

Thursday morning tutorial: 10 November, 11:00-12:30
Saturday afternoon tutorial: 12 November, 14:00-15:30
Group Tutorial 5: How to Talk About Photography

Learn how to confidently talk about your work and inspirations, 
ahead of presenting your final project next week.

Thursday 10 November, 14:00-14:50
Spotlight Session 5: TBC 

Week 6

Thursday morning tutorial: 17 November, 11:00-12:30 
Saturday afternoon tutorial: 19 November, 14:00-15:30 
Group Tutorial 6: Presenting Your Final Work and Next Steps 

Present you final work in a crit session with V&A curators and 
explore routes to continue developing your photographic practice 
and skills. 

Thursday 17 November, 14:00-14:50
Spotlight Session 6: TBC 
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Online

V&A Academy art history courses offer students sustained and 
rigorous engagement with key subject areas from the history of 
art. Drawing heavily on the V&A’s outstanding collections and 
bringing together world-leading experts, they are designed to give 
you a thorough overview, but also to spark your imagination and 
prepare you for further study. 

Each week of this online course consists of two hour-long 
lectures. Lectures will be delivered live at the times above via 
Microsoft Teams, or available to view later in your own time.

Click here to view a full list of frequently asked questions about 
our courses.


